
 

Our Commitment to First Nations Engagement 
Yarra Valley ECOSS is deeply committed to meaningful, respectful, and ongoing 
engagement with First Nations communities across all our operations and projects. 

 

Strengthening Cultural Competency and Practices 

●​ Cultural Audit: We have completed a Cultural Audit with Oonah Indigenous 
Services to strengthen our organisational cultural competency. 

●​ Best Practice Standards: This audit ensures our programs, events, and practices 
reflect best-practice standards for engaging with Traditional Owners and First Nations 
artists. 

●​ Active Relationships: We have developed close and active relationships with local 
Woi Wurrung / Wurundjeri Elders, cultural leaders, and community members. 

Honouring Protocols and Recognising Traditional Owners 

●​ Welcome to Country: We include a Welcome to Country at all major events, 
budget permitting, to honour cultural protocols and ensure Traditional Owners are 
appropriately recognised and compensated. 

●​ ICIP and Protocols: We prioritise Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property 
(ICIP) rights and follow cultural protocols in consultation with local community 
members and Elders across all our work. 

●​ Language Signage: The ECOSS site features Woi Wurrung / Wurundjeri 
language signage, acknowledging the Traditional Owners and embedding language 
in the cultural landscape. 

Programs, Arts, and Representation 

●​ Educational Programs: Our long-term collaboration with Ganga Giri – Didgeridoo 
Australia delivers culturally engaging education programs at festivals, events, and 
schools, providing respectful learning opportunities about First Nations culture, 
music, story, and connection to Country. 

●​ Showcasing Artists: We showcase First Nations performers in most of our 
festivals and events, ensuring representation, cultural visibility, and fair 
remuneration. 



●​ Co-created Artworks: We have worked closely with First Nations artists to 
co-create public artworks on-site, supporting cultural expression and strengthening 
connection to Country. 

Expanding Our Regional Commitment 

●​ Touring Projects: As we expand our work into regional communities through touring 
projects, we will apply the same diligence, respect, and culturally informed practices. 

●​ Authentic Engagement: We will work directly with local First Nations groups in 
each region to ensure authentic engagement, appropriate representation, and fair 
payment for all cultural and creative contributions. 

 

Yarra Valley ECOSS remains deeply committed to fostering respectful, reciprocal, and 
lasting relationships with First Nations communities wherever we work. 
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